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ABSTRACT 



Many countries in the Asia Pacific region have begun to 
adopt a lifelong approach to learning to ensure access to education and 
training and future economic development. Although lifelong learning will 
require substantial amounts of public funds, it is important that such 
initiatives not be limited to developing skills and competencies for economic 
development, but that education be regarded as intrinsically valuable in 
itself. Lifelong learning efforts should maintain a relationship between 
three major elements: education for a more highly skilled workforce; personal 
development leading to a more rewarding life; and the creation of a stronger, 
more inclusive society. To achieve these goals, Asia Pacific countries will 
need to reevaluate the function of compulsory schooling to ensure that 
students are provided with general knowledge for cognitive development and 
the acquisition of learning skills. These countries will also need to 
reexamine the role of families in supporting learning; the relationship 
between schools and the business community; and the relationship between 
schools and their communities, specifically the potential for cultural and 
artistic activities to foster lifelong learning. The institutionalization of 
lifelong learning implies that learning will extend beyond formal educational 
settings, demanding new partnerships with other learning providers, including 
colleges, hospitals, private sector firms, trade unions, and local councils. 
Contains 14 references. (BCY) 
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Sckools as (Services oj 
Lij'el ong Learn ing for y\\\ 



by Judith Chapman and David Aspin 



In countries across the Asia Pacific region a multitude of factors is shaping the 
character of our societies and economies. In this context , member economies of 
the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Forum are finding it timely to 
review their provision of education , to evaluate and reassess the role of schools 
in their societies, to reconsider relationships between schools, parents, business , 
commerce, and constituencies in arts and other cultural fields, and to re-concept 
tualise new roles and functions for educational institutions. Underpinning rec- 
ommendations made in this paper for the development and direction of schools 
for tomorrow is the notion of creating “schools as community learning centres ” 
These revitalized institutions would offer a range of lifelong learning opportuni- 
ties to all members of what are fast becoming learning societies. 



THE IMPORTANCE OF LIFELONG LEARNING FOR ALL 



A number of Asia Pacific economies have concluded that a lifelong approach to 
learning should be supported and developed as a key response to some of the major 
challenges associated with the twenty-first century. Access to education and train- 
ing for all citizens is seen as an investment in the future, a pre-condition for eco- 
nomic development, social cohesion and a foundation for effective participation in 
society and personal growth. 

The work of international agencies, such as the United Nations Educational, 
: F Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the Organization of Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD), the European Parliament, and the Nordic 
Council of Ministers, has focused on a variety of themes pertinent to lifelong learn- 
ing which have wide-ranging implications for Asia Pacific economies (see Chapman 
s and Aspin, in press). These include: 



• emerging awareness of the importance of the notions of the knowledge econo- 
my and the learning society; 

• accepting the need for a new philosophy of education and training, with institu- 
tions of all kinds - formal and informal, traditional and alternative, public and pri- 

^ te - having new roles and responsibilities for learning; 

suring that foundations for lifelong learning are in place for all citizens during 
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